
ABST'IiACT

Tire r ing:-ng recover ies of  b i rd.s niarked. in Br i ta in and. i re i r :na

and of bird-s rj-nged. abroad. and. fournd. i-rr Brj-tain and. Ireland

we] 'e  searched-  fo r  ev id .ence o f  the  i rnpor tance o f  the  R iver  Medway

i  5 t i re mi-grat  i -on rout es of  s ix speci .e s .  Rec ord.s of  b i rcLs marked.

on the Med-viay and- found- on the Med.wa;r  are presented. and. fur ther

t 'ables corrpar ing j -nforrnat ion f rom the Medway with that  avai lable

fr^om al l -  of  Br i ta in and l re land. for  foreign movenents are given

f ' o r  e a c h  s p e c i e s .  T h e  p a t t e r n  a n d .  s c a l e  o f  r i n g i n g  r e c o v e r i e s

shov, 's that  t l re lv ledway Estuary is of  consid.erable importance for

s t rbs tan t ia l  n ig ran t  popura t ions  o f  she l -d .uck ,  R inged p lover ,

Re<ishank and- Dunl ix.  The j r format ion avai l -abl-e for  Oystercatchers

is  too  spar -se  fo r  a  d .e f j : r i te  conc lus ion  to  be  drann bu t  the  few

distant movenents of  Grey Plover ind. icate that  the Med.wqy may be

used'  in the autumn by passage bird-s rvhich wfuter much f \ l r ther south.
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Il\r'ilP.ODU CTIOi\'

i ' i re  i l i r c ls  r . . f  i i s t r - ra r " . ies  Enqu i ry  anc i  the  Nat rona l  R ing ing  Schr :n re

c : t t d - u c t e d '  c y  t i r t t  . l r i t i s i r  T r u s t  f c . r  O r n i t h o l o & y  u n C , : r  c o p t r a c t

' t , c  the  I ' l a tu re  Conservancy  Counc i l  i r ro , r i , le  subs t ,an t ia . l -  d .a - taba: rks

c f  i r f o r r r r a t i o r t  r c l e v a r - i t  t o  e s t p r r r i - n e  c o n s e r . , r a t i o n  p l a n y r i l g .  T i r e

n r r t  q . r r n t  F o n i - \l , r  sD, ' '  u  r  s i . ,u r t ,  p repar -ed  a t  the  reques t  o f  the  l lCC Ch ie i .  Sc ie r - r t  j  s t

Tea in2  sJ ta l . rses  the  r i - .n i ; i -ng  reco , . re t rJ ,  Cata  fo r  s jx  i rnpor tan t  spec ies

l 'e la t ing  to  t ,ne  R iver  l , {ed_ ivav .

A*1  r 'eco i /e rL .es  o f 'b i rds  to  o r  f ro rn  the  N, led . r , ra . .z  a rea  be iv ieen l9O9 a6d-

f97B v /e re  ex t rac t r :d -  f 'o r  the  s - ix  sprec ies  und,er  rev ie iv :  S i re lcuck

Tad.orna  t ; id -o rna .  0 . , / s te roa tc i re r  f {aernr : top , rs  os t ra legus ,  p . ingr :c l  p }over

Charad. r j -us  h ia t i cu l .a ,  Grey  P l -over  P l -uv ia i i s  squata i "o la"  Re.Lshan l<

Tr in ,qa  to tanus  anc l "  Dun l in  Ca l id r is  a lp ' i - : rus .  The n ia in  ob jec t ive  lvas

to  assess the  d .egree o f  in te rchange be tween the  h led .way and.  o t i re r  a r .eas

wl tn in  i l r i ta i l  anc ]  abroad-  and.  ther -eby  the  re levance o f  the  i , , led_ , , , ; s . } .  fo r

t n e  E u r o p e a n  p o i - , r ^ , i  1 . l 1 6 y 1  o f  t i r e s e  s p e c i e s .

I,,IITI{t]DS

F o r  e a c h  s i i e c r , i s  t a b ' e s  v / e t  e  p r o c l u c e d .  s i i i t w i n g  ( " )  t h r e  n r o n t h  o f  r i n ; ; i n . :

a :d  r , n ; i n5  a r - i l a .  o f '  b  j r ds  La t c r  f ' ound  o r - )  t h t :  l , i e<1 rvs . . ,  an r j .  (U )  t h i :  mon th

o i ' r - €co \ r : ' t r . r ' an rL  r  cc ! ' 3 I - - ' , /  a re&  c f  b i r . i s  l L rged -  on  t , he  l , l e . . i -wn - ,2  anC  - l - abe i .

i ^ ' :CC 'J  e i ^ed - .  - . r  l ' , t r t  i i c r -  t a i r ] e  lO r  eaC i r  S  1 : . 3 r ;  i " "  v {as  i t r o r lUCeC l  S , . t nma i . iS ing

t : c  I , ) c o . / e r - l : s  i n , r o j v r n E  c o u p 1 . . 1  
" "  

t . . , u t s  i c l e  B r i t a i n  a n , j .  . l . r " e . l - a n d . ,  t o

e . i a r l e  t h e  i l e i , ' ; a - r  r , , ; C o i / e r i e s  t o  b e , r i e l v e c l  j n  t h e  c c n t e x t  o i .  t h e  f p l . i



ava i - l -ab le  r ingrng  in1 'o r rna t ion  f rom Br i ta in  and.  r r .e l_anc .  an

a i .d - i - t iona ' l  tab ie  s i i , ' , ' , s  tha t  the  nos t  ac t i ve  per iod .  o f  rvacLer

r ingmg on the  l , ied .way was no t  the  same as  fo r  the  res t  o f , .B i . i ta in

a.nd. Ire1and..

RIJSU LTS

Frr r i  n r l  n f  l / , '  i  nn  D i  ^  . , - i  -  -r  u r  - L \ J L l  u r  r v : c L , J  . . - z r  r t r r l i . r i t X  A C i i V i t . y

P i - . r i  - -  ^ ^ + .'c t -urgrng acr ' iv i ty on the Med"way to catch and- mark wad-ers start ,ecl  jx

ernes t  ear ly  i - .n  the  1960 's  when members  o f  the  Mid- -Kent  and.  Nor th

Kent  R ing ing  Groups  were  amongst  the  f i rs t  success fu l -  wad.er .  r insers

u s i - n g  m i s t  n e t s '  T h e i l :  e f f o r t s  c o n t i n u e d .  j : r t o  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f

the  oecade a l ld -  some r ing ing  has  taker i  p lace  on  the  es tuary  s i - r i ce

then '  There  has ,  however ,  no t  oeen a  regu la r .  cannon-net t i -ng  group

^ Y \ n h ^ + i - - . -uperar l -ng on the l , {ed. ' tay &d, cornpared. wi th the nat ional  recoveiy

f i -6ures ,  the  in rpor '1 ,ance o f  the  h{ed .way as  a  source  o f  recover ies  has

s t e a d i l - y  d - e c l i n e d .  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  l 9 5 O ' s .  T h i s  i s

clear ly shovrn b- ' r  the f igures given i r r  Table 1.  I t  must be enphasised.

tha t  th -Ls  apparent  d .ec l - ine  ix  impor tance is  an  ar . te fac t  and aop l - ies

so le ln  to  t .he  amor ln t  o i '  in fo rmat icn  be- i  ng  amassed.  f ro rn  the  rhg ing

reccve l ' ies .  ' f  h ' l re  rs  no  ev id .ence tha t  the  h{ed-w,ay ts  impor tance as  a

passage and v r r - r , t : r ' i ng  s i te  has  d- im j -n ished-  over  the  same per iod . .

Ho ' i iever ,  s  j - l r re  manJr  o f  the  r ing ing  recover ies  l i s ted .  j r l  the

s 1 - ' r : c i e s  t a o : i t s  l , ' : i o w  h e v e  r e s u l t e d .  f r o n i  r . i : l g e r s  c a t c h i n g  b i r c i s  s l r e a d y

bcr r i ' i nE r " i r rq l ; ,  t t i i :  fac t  tha t  the  Med.wsy  r i .ng ing  took  pJ-ace a t  a  t ime

o f  i n c r : a s i . n g  r i n g i n g  a c t r , r i t y  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n e a i l s  - r h a t  t h e  n u n b e r  o f



recc l 'e r j -es  repor teC f rom areas  where  r i rg ing  ac t iv i t . r  c r , , r i .en ,c1y

produces  the  bu l -k  o f  reco , /e ry  recor t l s  i s  r  o , ,vered .
'l

qlrslsls\

Tables 2 and )  surrunnr i -se the avai l_able d.ata for  l r {ed.vray She}d-ucks.

in  bo th  tab l -es  the  mont i r  p lo t ted .  i s  the  month  iha t  b . r - rd .s  were

r-inged. or reco',rer-ed. a*N&j f):oni the i lfed.way. lvlost of the d.istant

movernents invofve bird.s at  the imnortant moult ing ground-s in Germar5r

or on their  wa/ to or f rom them: th is i -s shoivn by the r inging,/

recovery oates in l -ate summer or autumn. The entry for  Sheid.uck in

Tab le  I  shows tha t  the  f i rs t  ha l f  o f  the  l96o 's  p roduced.  the  bu lk  o f

the  recover ies  many o f  the in  l -oca l  b i rd .s  r inged.  anc  recovered.  on  the

estuar i r .  The overal- l  suinmary of  Sheld.uck movements to and. f rom

countr ies abroad. given i -n Table 4 may i : rd icate that  the lv iedrvay is used.

as  a  passage s i te  fo r  b i rd -s  f ' rom o ther  es tuar ies  wh ich  are  rc tu rn i ,g

from the moult  ground.s i -n Germany. Only three of  ihe 7l+ recover ies

of Br i t ish r inged. Shelduck abroad. came from the lv led.way but LZ of  the

I3J r i rged. abr-oad. were fountL there.

0 . " rs te rc  a1 :cher

lVad-ei-  r ingin; ;  on the \ ieo' , ra.7 has not resul ted.  in the capture of  nany

O r r o i c ) F / \ ^ f n ! . ^UJ D t / : r r  ua uu{r 'cf  s : rnC tne i  nf 'o l 'n iat  io i r  surnmarised. in Tables 5 and. 5 is

s p a r s e .  I t  S e e m s  t n ; r ' l :  t h e  w i n t e r i n g  b i  r  d s  f r ^ o r p  t h e  C o n t i n e n t  c o i n e

or-r ly f ro i i t  the sout i iern shore of  the Nor-r ,h Sea but a few d- istant reccrt l -s

w i th in  ts r i ta in  in i j , ca te  some southern  penet ra t ion  by  , ,o i . thern  breed. ing

b i r d ' s '  T a D l e  1  : s h o v r . s  t h a t  I  e s s  t h a n  C . 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  f o r e i g n  m o v e i n e n t s



repor teo .  f ron i  Br i ' ; ' ,  j n  ano I re land were  f rom Med. ' , va .y  b i rd .s .  I t

seems un l - i ke i ; ' r  t , i i a t  many b i rd .s  f rom t i re  Norweg ian  breeo ing  popu la t ion ,

wh ich  are  invo l -ved.  ex tens ive ly  w i . t ,h  many o ther  es tuar ieb  f \ r ther

nor^ th  in  3 r ' i i a j -n  on  bo th  the  west  and eas t  coas ts ,  reach the  lv led ;vay .

i {ov iever ,  fu r ther  r ing ing  o f  th is  spec ies  on  the  Med.way wouLd.  be  needed

before  any  f i rm conc lus ion  migh t  be  drawn.

R ineed P lover*-

Tab les  B and.9  shovr  the  
"v id .e - ra -ng ing  

movements  o f  R i -nged.  P l -over  found.

/ 1 ? - '  r ^ i  n r t o d  1 . 1 y .  * L o  l ' . { n i r r r ^ . rv r r  r , r r c  r ? re \ . ! vvd . . / o  La rge  numbers  o f  r ecove r i es  a re  no t  i nvo l ved "

but ,  as  Tab le  l -0  shovs ,  t , i :e  fo re ign  record-s  amount  to  6  per  cent  o f  a l l

such  rnovements  to  o r  f rom Br i t i sh  a r - ld .  I r i sh  a reas .  l ' ; l os t  long-d is tance

rnovernent invclves bj-rd.s f rom Iceland- (* t rd probabJ-y al-so Greerr land.)  in

the  nor th  and I ' rom Fenno-Scand ia  in  the  nor th -eas t  a r r i v i lg  j x  Br i ta i -n

f o r  t h e , ' ; i - n t e r .  T h e  h { e d w a y  m a y  b e  t h e  w i n t e r  h o m e  o f  t h e s e  b i r d s  o r

they nay tr"avel  fur t l rer  to vr i r ter  e lsewhere in sor.r thern Br i ta in or

poss ib ly  nor thern  F i "a : rce .  Y fh ichever  i s  the  case the  Med.way is  obv ious ly

n f  q n m o  < i . : ' n i f i c a n c e  o v e r  a r  e x t e n s i v e  a r e a  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s r  b r e e d h gr J v r r r e  u 4 a / .

ran  5e .

Gre .z  P lover

f e n  o f  t h e  l l +  e n t r i e s  i n  T a b 1 e s  I i  a n d "  1 2  c o n e  f r o n t  f i v e  l - o c a l  r e c c v e r i e s

o f  Grey  F lovers  rnarked-  on  *uhe lded- rv4y ' ,v i r i ch  there fore  are  en tered-  on  bo th

t a b - L e s .  T w o  o f  c n ) . y  2 C  r - e c o r d - s  a b r o a d  o f  B r i t i s h - r i n g e d  G r e y  P l o v e r  a l s o

i 'esu i ted  f ron i  h led 'way r ing ing  ( faUte  U)  .  Un l i ke  o ther  spec ies  Cea l t  w i th  ,



Grey P l -overs  a l -e  so le l ; i  w in te r  v is i to rs  to  Br i ta in i  t i re i r  nearesr

breed ' ing  ground-s  a i 'e  t i rose  in  nor th  par - ts  o f  the  sov ie t  Un j -on .  rn

th is  case,  ther -e fo re ,  the  presence o f  the  spec- i  es  on  the  lv tedway j_s

b.y i tsel- f  evid-ence of  the i inporrr ,ance of  the estuary to d. istant

p o p u l a t i o n s  o i '  t i r e  s D e c i e s .

Red.shanl<

Tab les  14  and 15  show tha t  * "ny  o f  the  record .ed .  movements  to  and.

f rom the  Medwsy are  re la t i ve ly  shor t  d . i s tance.  I {e 'ver the less  sorne

nor thern  b i r "d .s ,  represented .  by  two f rom Ice l_and.  (where  there  is  a

separa te  race  .obus ta)  ,  and b i rd -s  f rom Fenno-scand. ia  a lso  use  the

estuary '  Orr lv i l -o novement southward-,  probably of  migrant bird.s f r"om

t h e  d i s t a n t  a r e a s ,  i s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  r e c o v e r i e s  i n  p o r t u g a l ,  M o r . c c o

and senega l .  rn  one sense the  r , , redway is  a t  the  c ross- road.s  o f  the

E u . o p e a n  m i g . a t i o n  r o u t e s  o f  t h l s  s p e c i e s .  T a b l e  1 6  s h o r v s  t h a t

the.e have been 15 f 'oreig '  movements : :eported. f rom rv{ed.w3y bir .d_s rvh- lch

are  9  per  cent  a l l -  Br i t i sh  and r r i sh  fo re ign  rovenents .  Thr .ee  o f  the

e igh t  sou thern-nros t  recor i .s  o f  Br i t i sh- r inged.  Red.shanks  were  f rom b i rd .s

marked- on the l {ccrvay as were a1} three Ferrno-scarrd. ian bird.s.  This nay

be taken to  inc r i ' ca ] :e  tha t  ihe  main  s t ream o f  migran ts  f rom Fenno-scand. ia

miss  the  r "es t  o j '  p , r i ta i_n  bu t  reEu lar . l y  use  the  Med.wa-v .  Southern  l {o r th

s e a  b r r c s  a r e  a ' s o  i n v o l v e d  b u t  t h e  d . a t a  i x  T a b l e  1 6  s e e m  t o  i n r f i c a t e

that t i rey use . .  vr ic ier  area v; i th i : r  Br i ta jn than d.o bir-d.s f r .om f \ r i " ther

r io r th  anc l  eas  i ; .

Dun l in

r r  n g i n g
Vt l ry  great , c  f '  - i -n f 'o l 'nat ion is  ava i  lab le  f r .or i l s o u r c e s  a b o u t



the  novements  o f  th is ,  tne  commonest  smal l -  wader  found.  j -n  ts r i ta in .

The l4ec*ay  i 'ecove. ies  a re  summar isec  in  Tab les  L7  and.  rB .  l i {os t  o f

the  Br i t i sh  record-s  a re  f rcm the  la te  sunmer ,  au tunm or  w i rq ie r  a : l r l

o f ten  c  oncer i r l  b i rds  mov i -ng  re la t i ve ly  shor t  C , . i s tances  ( less  than

l -00  kn)  over  the  sarne  season (au tumn or  v r in te r )  o r  en ter inE the

cour l t ry  a t  a  c l i f fe r "en t  s i te  J -n  subsequent  years .  Some o f  tne  longer

internal  nrovements are of  b-Lrd.s f rom much f \ . : . r t l rer  nort i r  in Br i - ta in

anc l  o thers  have f  rave l lec l  f \ r r ther  west  to  south-west  Eng land.  o r  even

Ir"el-and'  ix  winter.  There are 45 such record-s i ld. icat ive of  the

spec ies '  we l - l -  c l -oc- . r ten ted  mob i f  i  t y .  The rna jo r i t y  o f  record .s  abr .oad

refer to autunul  passage through Fer- t ro-Sca:rdj-a and. along the southern

s h o r e s  o f  t h e  B a l t i c  a n d .  t h e  N o r - t h  s e a .  s p r - i n g  p a s s a g e  i s  o n l y

reDresented"  by  tv ro  b i : 'o .s  f ro in  Ice land an . j -  a  few f rom the  souLher -n

I 'Jorth Sea and- France. Sone lvfed.rva,y r inged. bird.s winter i -n northern

F r a n c e  b u t  t h e r r r  & s  i h e  D u n l i n  f i i e s ,  t h e  n e a r e s t  s u i - t a b l - e  r v i - n t e r i n g

area in  France is  iess  than tOO km away.  On lvarc l  passrse  to  w: -n te r i r rg

areas  rnuch fu r ther  to  the  south  is  j -n i . i ca ted .  by  the  ten  reco . r - , - ts  in  sno in

Por tuga l  anC iv fo rocco.

Tab- le  19  summar ises  the  2oo recover ies  invo lv . rng  the  Med.way w i th

loca l i t ies  a t - ' road anc l  enab les  the i r  d - is t r ibu t ion  to  be  conparec l  w i th

the  2 j+2  wh ich  have ar j -sen  f ro i r i  the  ivho le  o f  Br i t i sh  and I r i sh  r in ,  i )g

ac t iv i t ies '  P .ough lv  a  t : ie i f th  o f  the  to ta l  n i igh t  ther -e f lo re  be

p x n r : n l o r l
v v V U an),

t i re

o n e  a r e a  i f

r \ a . : o  o . l ' n o n f
v , l v  \ /  | /  v

i t  i s  e , 1 u a i l y  r e p r e s e n t e d . .  T h i s  s e e m s

for:  Norvrs. , , ,  Poland- and. Cther.  In Nor. ,vav

that is ones that p&. i '  have been r" inged_ in

nev . i r  l roduced_ many record-s  bu t  5B l  Ut rds

. - ^ , . 1 - r -
Ci \l{: .l U h i  n ' i S ,

1 ^ ^  
^

I 1 . 1  D

t o  b e

. l /ears ,



r i r iged  there ,  ( though the  very  g rea t  ma jor i t y  o f  these are  young
b1_r 'c1s) t .n,re.  beei i  found. jn Br i ta in.  This r_inging actrv i . , ty began even
befo i 'e  v rader  ca tc i r ing  had s ta r ted  proper ly  j x  Br i ta in  and.  i t  i s  fa i r l y
c- l -ear that  the pol :ufat ion of  young Dunl in caught in autumn Ln Nor.wa.y
is  u t i c le r - represented '  on  the  Med. iv3y .  on  the  o ther  hand. ,  po l i sh  rvader .
r i -nging starteC af ter  the contr ibut ion of  Med.rvay Dunl_i : r  r inging had.
s t ; r r t e d  t o  d - e c l i n e  i n  t i r e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 r  s  ( s e e  T a b r e  l ) .  p o l i s h  b  j r d s

are probabl .y ar j  uve, l - l -  represented. on the Med. lv3y as elseivhere.  The single
f  0thert  .ecorcL fron the Med.rva,y,  a b- i rd.  found. in the North sea, has to be
compared-  w i th  a  to ta l  0 f  Jz  i x  the  ro ther f  

ca tegory  fo r  Br i_ ta in  as  a
vrho le '  o f  these s i -x  v rere  tA t  sear ,  f cnr r  fbom Green land. ,  one on  Bear
Is la- . rd. ,  one each j -n I ta ly and. Czeciroslovalc ia and. 19 from north and. west
Af r i ca '  No f i r i ' conc l -us ion  can be  reached-  fo r  the  Af r i can  record .s  s ince
alrnost al l  re late to r inging expe&lt ions car.r ied.  out in the J. ! /o,  s
when Dun l in  mark ing  on  the  Med.wqy dec l ined.  to  about  Z  per  cent  o f  the
n a t i o n a f  t o t a 1 .

r t  i s  c lear  tha t  Dun l in  popu la t ions  f ro rn  a  very  w i -d .e  a rea  use the
lr fed-wa;r '  both as a passage area and arso for winter ing.  onr.y r{orwqy seems
to  be  und.er - r .epresented .  and_ France,  where  su i tab le  a reas  are  w i th in  IOO i< rn
o f  the  lded.way,  over - represented . .

C ONCLUSIOI,,T

Tl . re r inging recovel- ies b-v theniselves provid.e evi tLence that the Meo,vay
Estuary  i s  o f  ccns iCerab l_e  inpor tance fo r  nn ig ran i  popu la t i cns  o f  She ld .uck ,
R i - rged '  P lover '  Rec lshank  an ' i  Dun l in -  oys terca tcher  da ta  a r .e  roo  sparse
tc  fo rn  a  f i r rn  cor l . l -us j -on  bu t  the  few d , is ta ' t  movenents  o f  Gr -ey  p l -over

inci : i -cate passar je use of  the l , , ted.wsy d.ur ing the autunrn bJ.  b i_r .d.s. ,v inter ing

fur ther -  sou th .
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