










































































































































































































































































































Blrds of Estuarles Enqulry
BRITISH TRUST FOR ORNITHOLOGY
Estuaries Unit, Thetford, Norfolk, lP24 zPl)
Tel. Thetford (0842) 750050

NAME & ADDRESS - change of address?

* Please refer to the
instructions on the back
of Sheet B.
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National Wildfowl Gounts
THE WILDFOWL AND WETLANDS TRUST
Slimbridge, Gloucester, GL2 7BT.
Tel. Dursley, (0453 860) 3gg
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



INSTRUCTIONS

Plsase complete this form with care. Sheet A is partially carbonized to provide a duplicate copy of the wildfowl counts
on shsot B. Please write in block letters, using a fin+tipped ball-point pen.

The instructions below relate to the numbered/shaded boxes on the torm. The form can be used in one of two wavs and
seDarate instructions for each use are oiven bslow.

RECORDING A SERIES OF MONTHLY COUNTS FROM A SINGLE SITE THAT IS NOT DIVIDED INTO SECTIONS

ffi etease provide your address, particularly if you are a new counter. Also, tick the box provided if you wish us
to note that you have changed address.fglLeave blank.ff i lnsert tne site name (e.g. Thames E$uary). Leave
the sub-site box blank. l+lEnter the dates of successiveii lrnrc.lELeave this colurnn btank.Ptntet
approximate start and end times of each count. ffi for each speE6s, insert the numbers counted. lf numbers of
any species are crude estimates, please put them in parentheses ( ). Provide separate counts by race of
Whitefronts and Brents if possible. Enter European Whitefronts before the slash and Greenland Whitefronts
after it. Similarly, enter Dark-bellied Brent before the slash and Light-bellied Brent after it. lf races cannot be
separated,enter one figure andcircle it.HUse these spaces for additional wildfowl species only.lERecord
additional wader species here. [tol tnse-idditional birds of prey, gulls, terns, seabirds or coastal'llsserines
here. FTI etease complete the Soles to best describe the conditions of each count. Use one column of boxes
for each month, ignoring the final column of boxes. In each case, insert the date (same as in box 4) where
indicated and tick boxes 1, 2, 3 or 4 according to the categories given in the key. Recording the level of
coverage achieved is particularly important: tick box 1 if the whole site was covered within a reasonable time
period (usually 3-4 hours); tick box 2 if the whole site was covered but coverage was staggered over the tidal
cycle or a number of days; t ick box 3 if the whole site was covered but the quality of the count was seriously
reduced by poor weather conditions or excessive disturbance; tick box 4 if coverage of the site was incomplete.
Assessments of the level of disturbance should be relative to the 'norm' for the site. The disturbance boxes and
the predator boxes should only be ticked when disturbance to birds by these agents was observed. ffi necorO
additional information as necessary here; Fqlnepeat that specific to wildfowl on sheet B. lf the information is
specific to particular months, please indicate so.

RECORDING A S]NGLE COUNT OF A LARGE SITE THAT IS DIVIDED INTO SECTIONS

Use one form per count if the site is divided into 6 or fewer sections. lf however, a larger number of sections is
used, each form should refer to a sub-site (with a maximum of 6 sections). In the latter case, more than one
form will be required for each count.

ffiSee instruction given above. ffienter the date.Slnsert the site name (e.g. ThamesEstuary) and the sub-
site name (e.9. lnner Thames) as agreed with your site organizer. Ia lenter section codes. Please use the same
sections as in previous seasons.f,lnsert grand totats for all secti6nl on the sheet combined.lO-lOlSee
instructions given above. ffi elease complete the boxes to best describe the count conditions for each section.
Use one column of boxes for each section, ignoring the final column of boxes. In each case, insert the section
code where indicated and tick boxes 1, 2, 3 or 4 according to the categories given in the key. See further
details in 11 above which relate now to the section rather than to the whole site. [14 Record additional
information as necessary here; i{gl nepeat that specific to wildfowl on sheet B. lf tfie information is specific to
particular sections, please indicate so.

Once the form is complete, please make sure that sheet B is legible. Return the form INTACT (i.e. both part A
and B) to your designated site organizer.

+ + + MANY THANKS FOR YOUR HELP + + +
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