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Figure 1. Brood patch codes defined.
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Absent
Starting

Breast & belly not
fully defeathered
while feather
papillae still visible.

Well defined

Breast & belly are fully
defeathered. Prominent
veins. Skin can appear
loose (some folding).

Signs of skin swelling or
oedema. Breast muscle and
gut still visible through skin.

Skin of belly
opaque, thickened
or engorged
(swollen)

Looks loose and ‘puffy’;
deep, rolling folds

or broad undulating
wrinkles. Breast muscle
and gut obscured.

Skin of belly has
thin wrinkles

Engorgement gone. Skin
still stretched. Breast muscle
and gut visible. Large veins
usually not visible

Re-feathering

Skin tighter, white feather
papillae become visible
feathers develop.
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Figure 2. Pitfalls in identifying brood patches



