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R
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A
p

ril 2005

is 
a 

program
m

e 
th

at
en

courages 
th

e 
B

T
O

’s
licensed ringers to focus their

efforts on collecting data that can be used to
m

onitor the survival rates of breeding birds.
In a series of independent R

A
S projects,

ringers concentrate on a particular species
w

ithin a defined area, and attem
pt each

breeding season to record every breeding
adult as an individual – by ringing it or by
exam

ining a ring or colour rings placed
earlier.  T

he turnover of breeding adults
betw

een seasons m
easures survival rates, site

by site, in a w
ay that is not possible through

general ringing.
T

he m
ost valuable R

A
S projects are for

species th
at are poorly covered by th

e
C

onstant Effort Sites (C
ES) schem

e and are
of conservation concern.  Ideally, there w

ould
be at least five projects per species, to m

onitor
survival over a representative part of the
species’ range.

R
A

S began form
ally in 1998, but m

any
of the projects registered since then have
provided data for earlier years – in one case
beginning in 1968!

A
 graph show

ing the year-to-year changes
in survival rates of Sand M

artins over a 25-
year period is about to be published in B

ird
Study  (see page 9). A

lthough not strictly a
R

A
S output, because it pre-dated the start of

the schem
e, this project show

s clearly w
hat it

is that R
A

S ringers are aim
ing to provide.

T
here are a num

ber of long-term
 ringing

projects fully com
patible w

ith R
A

S that have
not yet been registered w

ith the schem
e.  W

e
hope they m

ay eventually add to R
A

S totals
for earlier as w

ell as future years.  R
egistering

as a R
A

S project w
ill ensure that the fullest

use is m
ade of hard-w

on data.
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Last year’s new
sletter tabulated 103 active projects for 2003, for 43 species, for w

hich data
had been received by early M

arch.  Since then further data sets have been sent through and
the figure for 2003 has since grow

n to 114 projects for 45 species.  T
his m

ay grow
 further if

projects not currently registered w
ith R

A
S can be persuaded to join the schem

e.
T

he com
parable total for 2004 is 114 data sets for 44 species.  T

his represents a further
year of strong R

A
S participation.  Totals by species for 2004 are as follow

s – but, again, som
e

late data sets are likely to be still aw
aiting subm

ission.  T
he figure in brackets is the current

num
ber of data sets for that species for 2003.

Eider
4

(4)
M

anx Shearw
ater

1
(1)

Storm
 Petrel

3
(3)

Shag
1

(1)
Little Ringed Plover

1
(1)

Ringed Plover
1

(1)
D

unlin
2

(1)
C

om
m

on Sandpiper
2

(2)
Kittiw

ake
2

(2)
A

rctic Tern
-

(1)
G

uillem
ot

1
(1)

Razorbill
1

(1)
Barn O

w
l

1
(1)

Taw
ny O

w
l

1
(1)

Sw
ift

2
(3)

Sand M
artin

16
(15)

Sw
allow

7
(5)

H
ouse M

artin
4

(4)
Tree Pipit

1
(1)

D
ipper

3
(3)

D
unnock

1
(1)

Robin
1

(1)
Stonechat

1
(1)

W
hinchat

1
(1)

W
heatear

2
(2)

Blackbird
1

(3)
So

n
g
 Th

ru
sh

1
(1)

Sedge W
arbler

3
(3)

Reed W
arbler

4
(4)

W
hitethroat

4
(4)

W
ood W

arbler
1

(1)
W

illow
 W

arbler
1

(2)
G

oldcrest
1

(1)
Pied Flycatcher

17
(17)

Bearded Tit
1

(1)
M

a
rsh

 Tit
1

(1)
C

oal Tit
1

(1)
Blue Tit

1
(1)

G
reat Tit

2
(2)

Sta
rlin

g
1

( -)
H

o
u
se Sp

a
rro

w
7

(5)
Tree Sp

a
rrow

-
(2)

C
haffinch

3
(3)

Siskin
2

(1)
Lin

n
et

-
(2)

Yello
w

h
a
m

m
er

1
( -)

R
eed

 B
u
n
tin

g
1

(1)

T
he eight species w

hose nam
es are in bold are R

ed-listed
R

ed-listed
R

ed-listed
R

ed-listed
R

ed-listed on the U
K

 list of birds of conservation
concern, and the 21 in italics are A

m
ber-listed.  T

he rem
aining 18 species are G

reen-listed.
T

hree species, A
rctic Tern, Tree Sparrow

 and Linnet, are m
issing from

 the 2004 table
but had five active projects betw

een them
 in 2003.  It w

ould be sad to lose these species
entirely from

 the list, although volatile capture totals are clear evidence of the problem
s

involved.  Tw
o species, Starling and Yellow

ham
m

er, are w
elcom

e additions, especially as
these are both species R

ed-listed on the strength of their U
K

 population declines.
T

he five-year review
 of R

A
S in 2003 drew

 attention to the special value of m
ultiple

projects for each species across the country.  A
s R

A
S develops, it is likely that w

e w
ould like

to focus on a set of core species, w
hich are poorly covered by other B

T
O

 schem
es.  A

 list of
these species appeared in a previous R

A
S N

ew
s (5: 9).  It is good to see that for several of these

species, Sand M
artin, Sw

allow
, Pied Flycatcher and H

ouse Sparrow
, the num

ber of active
projects is already above five.

Electro
n
ic su

b
m

issio
n
s

O
f the 114 data sets received for 2004, 102 (89%

) arrived electronically, m
ostly by em

ail
direct from

 IPM
R

.  T
his is m

uch the easiest w
ay to subm

it data.  See page 10 for m
ore new

s on
IPM

R
.

G
eo

g
ra

p
h
ica

l co
vera

g
e

T
he distribution of 2004’s active projects is show

n below
.  R

A
S has draw

n an excellent
response from

 ringers throughout B
ritain &

 Ireland.  In all there w
ere 69 in England, seven in

W
ales, 31 in Scotland, and seven in Ireland including tw

o in the R
epublic.

Sand M
artin projects are distributed very w

idely – but is there scope for m
ore in southeast

England?  H
ouse Sparrow

 projects are also w
idely scattered.  Pied Flycatcher studies cover the

m
ain range of the species very w

ell, from
 D

evon north through W
ales, the W

elsh borders, and
northern England, to G

allow
ay.

RA
S projects active in

2004: Pied Flycatchers
(tria

ng
les), 

Sa
nd

M
artins (diam

onds) and
H

ouse 
Sp

a
rrow

s
(squares) are show

n
separately from

 other
species (circles).

M
ap by D

M
A

P, by courtesy of
D

r A
lan M

orton.
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T
he next visit is during the second w

eek
of M

ay w
hen som

e of the W
ood W

arblers
have paired up and nest building is under
w

ay.  It is im
portant to know

 the alarm
 call at

this stage of the nesting cycle, w
hich is a “ pew

”
call, uttered every tw

o to three seconds by
the fem

ale w
hilst building.  M

y w
ife assists

m
e on these trips and has a very good ear for

picking out the calls.

Fin
d
in

g
 n

ests
Fortunately, W

ood W
arblers nest on the

ground and so one does not have to risk life
or lim

b to find the nest.  W
ith patience, it is

possible to locate the nest site by follow
ing

the fem
ale.  It is w

orthw
hile having a good

look at any W
ood W

arbler on the ground at
this tim

e of the year, because it m
ight be

picking up m
aterial to carry to the nest.

If you find a nest this early in the season, it
is som

etim
es a problem

 to relocate it several
w

eeks later w
hen the vegetation has grow

n
up.  O

ne area looks very m
uch like another!  I

use a digital cam
era to record the nest, w

ith
its 

surroun
din

g 
features, 

for 
ready

identification on a later visit.
 It can be m

ore difficult to find nests
during incubation, as the fem

ale sits very
tightly and w

ill not leave the nest until

this w
as the longevity record for W

ood
W

arbler in B
ritain &

 Ireland.  M
any m

ore
year-to-year retraps can be expected now

 that
adults are being caught regularly.  T

here has
only been one recovery aw

ay from
 the ringing

area and this w
as of a bird ringed as a nestling

in June 1987 and controlled at Sandw
ich B

ay,
K

ent, on 4 A
ugust 1988.

T
he results of the R

A
S project for the first

tw
o years of operation are 41 adults and 122

n
estlin

gs rin
ged, th

ree birds retrapped
(returning to the w

ood in the follow
ing year),

another tw
o ringed birds seen but not caught,

and 28 nest record cards com
pleted.

T
he photo opposite, taken on 17 M

ay
2004, show

s a fem
ale on the nest.  She had

been ringed as a nestling, one of a brood of
six, on 31 M

ay 2003.  T
his bird laid six eggs

in 2004 and successfully raised five young,
w

hich left the nest in the first w
eek of June.

H
er sister w

as recaptured at another nest site
on 9 June w

here she raised a brood of four.
From

 m
y experience the local W

ood
W

arbler population has show
n a substantial

decline over the last 30 years.  T
here are areas

w
ithin the w

ood that no longer have any
W

ood W
arblers holding territory but w

ould
have held several pairs in the past.  I believe
this is due to the food supply, and this can be
confirm

ed by exam
ining the leaf canopy for

caterpillar dam
age.  W

here the trees show
greater leaf dam

age the population is high,
the birds being absent from

 other areas w
here

the leaves are unblem
ished.

T
he m

ain hazard associated w
ith this

operation for the ringer com
es from

 ticks, w
hich

are prevalent here and can carry Lym
e D

isease.
It is w

ise to try and protect oneself by covering
up as m

uch as possible and by carrying out a
careful exam

ination later at hom
e.

If other ringers paid m
ore attention to this

attractive w
arbler, I am

 sure the results w
ould

be interesting, and m
uch new

 inform
ation

w
ould be gathered.

I am
 grateful to the N

ational Trust for
granting perm

ission to conduct this project
on their property.

John W
ebber

R
in

g
in

g
 W

o
o
d
 W

a
rb

lers fo
r R

A
S

Since I started ringing W
ood W

arblers in
1976, I have ringed a total of 1,672, w

hich is
a fair proportion of the total num

ber of this
species ringed in the U

K
.  T

hese have m
ainly

been nestlings and only in the last couple of
years have I had the opportunity to catch and
ring m

ore adults.  C
atching W

ood W
arblers is

certainly a challenge, as they seem
 to spend

m
ost of their tim

e in this country in the tops
of tall oak trees.

I decided to m
ake a study of this species

as a R
A

S project in 2003.  M
y study area is

H
orner W

ood, near Porlock in Som
erset.

Principally a m
ature sessile oak w

oodland
w

ith little undergrow
th, it is an SSSI and

covers som
e eight square kilom

etres near the
northern edge of Exm

oor.
W

ood W
arblers begin to arrive at the site

in the m
iddle of A

pril.  I m
ake m

y first visit to
the w

ood usually tow
ards the end of A

pril to
assess the num

ber of singing m
ales by listening

for their distinctive song.  Early in the season,
before there is too m

uch leaf cover, is a good
tim

e to get a clear view
 of the birds and see if

any of them
 are already ringed!  It is very

difficult to establish accurately, from
 this first

visit, the num
bers of m

ales that w
ill stay to breed,

as m
any seem

 to be just passing through and do
not rem

ain on a particular territory.

approached w
ithin tw

o or three feet.  W
hile

the fem
ale is off the nest, feeding, she m

akes a
sim

ilar “ pew
” alarm

 call and she can be
w

atch
ed back to th

e n
est by careful

observation
.  T

h
e m

ale m
ay som

etim
es

attem
pt to chase her back to the nest.

T
he first young hatch tow

ards the end of
M

ay, w
ith the m

ajority of nests holding young
in the first tw

o w
eeks of June.  T

his is a busy
period: nests are easiest to find now, w

ith the
parents regularly returning to the nest to feed
the nestlings.  T

hey drop dow
n gradually from

the tree canopy, usually m
aking their final

descen
t to th

e groun
d from

 a bran
ch

overhanging the nest.  T
he parents w

ill be
alarm

 calling on their return to the nest from
the canopy, the m

ale and fem
ale birds having

distinctly different tones.
T

he nest is usually built on sloping ground
w

ith the entrance hole facing dow
nhill.  A

s the
adults leave the nest they tend to fly out across
the valley w

ithout im
m

ediately gaining height.
A

 tw
o-shelf net about four to five m

etres long
is used, w

hich is fairly quick to erect and take
dow

n.  T
he net is set about tw

o to three m
etres

dow
nhill from

 the nest and after about half an
hour it w

ill usually have caught the nesting
adults.  I only attem

pt to catch the adults w
hen

they are feeding young: at this stage, they readily
return to the nest after being trapped.

D
etails of all visits to the nests are recorded

under the N
est R

ecord Schem
e, w

hich adds
to the know

ledge obtained from
 the project.

T
he nesting season is usually finished by

the end of June or beginning of July and the
W

ood W
arblers soon disappear from

 the area.
B

y the beginning of A
ugust the birds are

returning to their w
inter quarters.  T

he latest
W

ood W
arbler that I have caught w

as a first-
year bird in m

y garden in W
est Som

erset on
14 A

ugust 1996.
O

ver the years a num
ber of ringed W

ood
W

arblers have been spotted in the w
ood and

in 1989 an attem
pt w

as m
ade to retrap som

e
of these individuals.  Tw

o nesting adults w
ere

caught.  O
ne had been ringed in the nest in

the sam
e area three years before and the other

w
as returning after four years.  A

t the tim
e,

Photo:  John Webber
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So
m

e ex
a
m

p
les o

f lo
n
g
evity

 in
A

cro
cep

ha
lus w

a
rb

lers
H

a
tch

ed
, m

a
tch

ed
, d

isp
a
tch

ed
!

A
n existing long-term

 study of R
eed W

arblers at
R

ostherne M
ere in C

heshire, based on nest finding
and the ringing of nestlings, has been greatly
enhanced by efforts to catch and m

onitor the adult
population w

ithin the R
A

S project.
Som

e R
eed W

arblers can be exceptionally
long-lived for a sm

all U
K

 passerine, w
ith the

oldest recorded so far living for over 12 years.
T

hough this is already w
idely know

n, it is
nevertheless rew

arding to m
ist-net old birds

and to build up valuable case histories.
O

n 27 June 2004 I w
as pleased to catch

an adult m
ale, w

hich I had also trapped in
1997, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002.  I ringed
this bird as an adult on 22 July 1995, so it
m

ust have at least been approaching its tenth
birthday.  I thought this bird w

as likely to be
the patriarch of the R

eed W
arbler colony but

I w
as in for a surprise.
O

n 6 July 2004, I netted an adult m
ale, also

trapped in 1997 and 2000, and w
as am

azed to
find that I had m

arked it as an eight-day-old
chick on 4 July 1993.  I w

ondered w
hether this,

at eleven years and tw
o days, w

ould be the
oldest-know

n passerine originally m
arked as a

nestling, but w
as told that a pullus R

eed
W

arbler, ringed at R
ye M

eads, H
ertfordshire,

in 1983, had survived for 45 days beyond the
age of the C

heshire bird.
O

verall, w
ithin the thirty-tw

o seasons of
m

y project, I have caught nine R
eed W

arblers
w

hich have survived six years after ringing.
A

s w
ell as the eleven-year-old bird, others

have appeared after nine years (3), eight years
(2) and seven years (3).  A

 sibling of one of
the nine-year-old birds w

as netted six years
after its pullus ringing date.  A

 curious
observation is that of the nine long-lived
birds, seven w

ere m
ales and tw

o w
ere fem

ales!
A

n analysis of the ages on recapture of
kn

ow
n

 rin
ged pulli an

d juven
iles h

as
suggested an annual adult survival rate of
approxim

ately 60%
 (w

hich fits w
ell w

ith the
findings of other researchers – and is high for a
sm

all passerine, particularly one that m
igrates

annually to tropical A
frica).  T

hus, perhaps
2%

 of birds live beyond six years of age.
A

t the sam
e location, a Sedge W

arbler, first
encountered as an adult m

ale on 23 M
ay 1997,

has been trapped on site in eight consecutive
seasons, being m

ost recently netted on 15 M
ay

2004 – so it is not just R
eed W

arblers that can
be retrapped years later.

T
h

e 
2005 

season
 

prom
ises 

n
ew

challenges!
M

alcolm
 C

alvert

Photo: D
erek Belsey

In 1993 I started to colour-ring adult and
pullus C

om
m

on Sandpipers in the M
oorfoot

H
ills, Scottish B

orders, to try and find out a
bit m

ore about the local population, and also
to com

plem
ent (I hope) the im

portant and
long-running study in the Peak D

istrict by
D

erek Yalden and Phil H
olland.

It w
as a logical step, therefore, to register

the project for R
A

S, w
hen that schem

e w
as

started in 1998.  T
his also coincided w

ith the
start of a PhD

 study on this population by
A

llan M
ee, w

ho greatly boosted the num
bers

of adults ringed and retrapped, using m
ist nets,

baited spring traps and nest traps.
In addition to R

A
S w

ork per se, colour
ringing has also produced sightings of birds
aw

ay from
 the study area.  It w

as w
ith interest,

therefore, that I read on the excellent B
T

O
M

igration W
atch w

eb pages in M
ay 2004 of

a colour-ringed C
om

m
on Sandpiper found

dead in W
iltshire.  I contacted D

aw
n B

alm
er

w
ho supplied the ring num

ber, and further
brief details of the bird (N

V
82841) w

ere
posted on the w

eb site as a follow
-up for

M
igration W

atch contributors.
I present opposite a fam

ily history of this
bird, thanks entirely to the benefits of colour
ringing and resighting.  T

he local m
ovem

ents
revealed are not spectacular in term

s of
distance, but are of interest to the breeding
ecology of the species, and of course, to the
R

A
S schem

e.

T
he W

iltshire finding also highlights how
w

ell B
T

O
 surveys can integrate, in this case

R
A

S and M
igration W

atch.      [B
irdT

[B
irdT

[B
irdT

[B
irdT

[B
irdTrack now

rack now
rack now
rack now
rack now

replaces M
igration W

replaces M
igration W

replaces M
igration W

replaces M
igration W

replaces M
igration W

atch, of course.  Log
atch, of course.  Log
atch, of course.  Log
atch, of course.  Log
atch, of course.  Log

onto 
onto 
onto 
onto 
onto w

w
w

.birdtrack.net to see how
 to take

 to see how
 to take

 to see how
 to take

 to see how
 to take

 to see how
 to take

part.  Eds.]
part.  Eds.]
part.  Eds.]
part.  Eds.]
part.  Eds.]

I am
 grateful to the various landow

ners,
gam

ekeepers and shepherds w
ho allow

 m
e

access to th
eir groun

d an
d tolerate m

y
activities.  T

hanks also to D
erek Yalden for

all his help over the years.

N
V

8
2
8
4
1
 – a

 sh
o
rt b

io
g
ra

p
h
y

•
O

ne parent of our bird (C
S41, for short)

w
as N

V
75760, a bird ringed as an adult at

G
arvald Lodge, M

oorfoot H
ills, on 3 M

ay
1995: it raised chicks at this location in
1995 (2), 1996 (3) and 1997 (4), but w

as
not seen subsequently.  C

S41 w
as one of

the brood of three, ringed on 8 June 1996.

•
C

S41 w
as not seen again until 9 June

2002, at W
hitehope (6 km

 to the south).
H

e w
as m

ated to fem
ale N

V
94590

(C
S90), a bird ringed as an adult at

W
illiam

slee (3 km
 w

est of W
hitehope)

on 8 M
ay 1999.  T

he first sighting of C
S90

after ringing had been back at W
illiam

slee
on

 20 M
ay 2001.  H

er th
en

 m
ate,

N
V

94691, had been ringed as a chick at
C

olquhar (3 km
 southeast of W

illiam
slee)

on 13 July 1999, and w
as not seen after

2001.

•
C

S41 and C
S90 produced a brood of three

in 2002.  In 2003, they w
ere back at the

sam
e locality and raised a brood of three.

•
C

S
41 w

as foun
d dead n

ear D
evizes,

W
iltshire, on 22 A

pril 2004, in his eighth
year.  C

S90 w
as retrapped on 8 M

ay 2004
at W

hitehope, as a gravid fem
ale, possibly

m
ated to N

W
05594, a previously

unringed adult m
ale.  H

er nesting attem
pt

failed that year.
Tom

 D
ougall

R
eed

 W
a
rb

lers a
t R

ostherne M
ere

English N
ature has just published M

alcolm
C

alvert’s account of R
eed W

arblers at R
ostherne

M
ere in C

heshire, based on 32 years of study.
T

he report is in A
5 paperback form

at, w
ith

photographs, and w
ill no doubt raise great

interest am
ong conservation professionals and

reedbed ringers.  It is available from
 English

N
ature, A

ttingham
 Park, Shrew

sbury, SY
4

4T
W

,  at £10, including p &
 p.
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ley

C
ow

ley, E.  2005.  R
ain in w

inter
, E.  2005.  R

ain in w
inter

, E.  2005.  R
ain in w

inter
, E.  2005.  R

ain in w
inter

, E.  2005.  R
ain in w

inter, rain in
, rain in
, rain in
, rain in
, rain in

sum
m

er: life an
d death

 for th
e S

an
d

sum
m

er: life an
d death

 for th
e S

an
d

sum
m

er: life an
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A
lthough the data collection for this study

pre-dated R
A

S, these papers set a perfect
exam

ple of how
 a R

A
S-type project can

contribute long-term
 data on survival rates

th
at th

em
selves feed in

to in
tegrated

population studies, publishable in a w
orld-

class journal.
Ted began ringing Sand M

artins in a 400-
km

2 area of north N
ottingham

shire in the early
1960s, and has published previous papers from
this study in B

ird Study (1979 and 1983) and
R

inging &
 M

igration (1999 and 2001).  D
ata

collection finished in 1992, but the value of
th

e rin
gin

g an
d recapture in

form
ation

accum
ulated is still being realised.

T
he new

 paper draw
s on the statistical

expertise of G
avin Siriw

ardena to find the
correlates of the annual survival rate, using
up-to-date m

odelling m
ethods.  It sets out to

answ
er the follow

ing questions: (1) did Sand
M

artin survival rates vary over tim
e, (2) did

m
ales an

d fem
ales experien

ce differen
t

survival rates, (3) did changes in survival over
tim

e differ betw
een m

ales and fem
ales or

betw
een adults and first-years, and (4) could

th
e ch

an
ges in

 survival over tim
e be

explained by changes in Sahel rainfall or in
w

eather on the breeding grounds.
T

he figure show
s the w

eighted m
ean

annual survival rates for Sand M
artins in north

N
otts durin

g 1968–92, w
ith

 th
e 95%

confidence interval.  It’s clear from
 this that

survival rates did vary betw
een years.  T

his is
exactly the inform

ation that R
A

S projects
should be aim

ing to collect.

G
raph from

 C
ow

ley &
 Siriw

ardena (2005)

Survival of m
ales and fem

ales varied in
the sam

e w
ay from

 year to year.  Like previous
w

ork on Sand M
artins, this study suggested

that survival rates for fem
ales w

ere som
ew

hat
low

er than for m
ales, but m

ore em
igration by

fem
ales aw

ay from
 the colony m

ay explain
this pattern.

T
here w

as a positive correlation betw
een

survival rates and Sahel rainfall, as had been
show

n by other studies.  A
 negative effect on

survival, and on population size in the
follow

ing year, of June rainfall during the
breeding season is im

portant new
 inform

ation
from

 this paper.  D
ata on population size w

ere
also draw

n from
 the sam

e north N
otts study.

In his B
T

O
 N

ew
s article, Ted calls for

funding to enable m
em

bers to draw
 on staff

help to prepare papers for the m
ajor scientific

journ
als, w

h
ere in

creasin
gly com

plex
analyses are becom

ing a requirem
ent.  In this

instance, G
avin gave generously of his ow

n
personal tim

e.  If you are thinking about
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A
lthough the aim

s of this project w
ere not

specifically to estim
ate adult survival, its

broader findings are of considerable interest
in a R

A
S context.  In the U

K
, the close

collaboration of ringers undertaking R
A

S
studies of Sw

allow
s has throw

n up a num
ber

of questions regarding the breeding biology
and return rates of the species.  T

his paper
goes som

e w
ay tow

ards answ
ering those

questions.  It is w
ritten in D

anish, but has a
full sum

m
ary in English.

T
h

e study con
cern

s a population
 of

Sw
allow

s m
onitored during 1971–98 at a

farm
 in H

jortkæ
r in southw

estern Jutland.  A
s

in m
any R

A
S projects, the population size

w
as fairly sm

all, at 13–29 pairs.  In total, 884
broods w

ere recorded during the study period,
of w

hich 860 w
ere of know

n size.  A
t the tim

e
of ringing, the average sizes of the first and
second broods w

ere 4.37 young and 3.93
young respectively.  T

hellesen discovered a
w

ide variation betw
een years, from

 40%
 to

95%
, in the proportion of pairs laying a second

clutch.  T
he overall figure w

as 68%
, w

hich is
slightly m

ore than reported in other D
anish

studies.  T
he average num

ber of young raised
per season per pair w

as 7.1.
Local recoveries or controls of ringed

young suggest that juvenile Sw
allow

s left the
breeding site about three w

eeks after fledging.
O

f th
e S

w
allow

s rin
ged as youn

g an
d

N
um

ber of years after ringing w
hen 93 individual Sw

allow
s w

ere controlled at the ringing site (som
e

w
ere seen in m

ore than one year).  D
ata from

 Thellesen (2000).

Years
1

2
3

4
5

6
Total

Ringed as nestling
1

9
1

0
6

4
1

4
0

Ringed as juvenile
3

2
5

Ringed as adult
4

6
2

1
4

2
1

1
7

5

Total
6

8
3

3
1

0
6

2
1

1
2

0

controlled or found dead during the sam
e

sum
m

er, 137 w
ere near the ringing site and

nine w
ere found m

ore distantly at up to 13
km

 from
 the ringing site (eight w

ithin 2.3 km
).

A
 total of 93 ringed birds w

ere know
n to

have returned to the farm
 (or the near

surroundings) after one or m
ore w

inters.  T
he

return
in

g birds com
prised 0.8%

 of th
e

nestlings ringed, 1.8%
 of the fledged young

and 20%
 of the adults.  T

here w
ere only three

ringed birds reported from
 other countries

(Sw
itzerland, Spain and M

orocco), and a bird
ringed on C

orsica in spring w
as discovered

breeding in H
jortkæ

r later in the sam
e year.

T
h

e data tabulated below
 in

dicate a
relatively short lifespan.

U
sing inform

ation from
 the national

point-count program
m

e as w
ell as local

counts, annual fluctuations in the D
anish

Sw
allow

 population w
ere attributed to the

conditions prevailing along the m
igration

routes and in the w
inter quarters.  In contrast,

a dow
nw

ard long-term
 trend in the D

anish
point-count index is considered to be an effect
of changing agricultural practices in D

enm
ark.

D
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N
ew

s item
s

C
h
a
n
g
e o

f R
A

S o
rg

a
n
iser

O
w

ing to new
 responsibilities in her w

ork for
B

T
O

, D
aw

n B
alm

er retired as R
A

S organiser
during autum

n 2004, having been responsible
for the day-to-day running of the schem

e since
its in

ception
.  S

h
e w

ill con
tin

ue oth
er

connections to ringing projects, and rem
ains

as C
ES organiser.
M

uch of D
aw

n’s tim
e is currently taken up

w
ith BirdTrack, the new

 w
eb-based schem

e for
bird 

recordin
g 

(w
w

w
.birdtrack.n

et).
B

irdTrack developed from
 the M

igration
W

atch project, w
hich operated in the springs

of 2002–04.
B

irdTrack is an exciting new
 project that

w
ill 

look 
m

ore 
closely 

at 
m

igration
m

ovem
ents of birds throughout B

ritain and
Ireland at all tim

es of year.  It w
ill also study

the distributions of scarce birds in B
ritain and

Ireland.  B
irdTrack provides facilities for

observers to store and m
anage their ow

n
records and for forw

arding records to county
bird recorders.  T

he results w
ill contribute to

know
ledge of birds and to their conservation

at national, regional and local scales.

N
ew

 versio
n
 o

f IP
M

R
M

ark C
ubitt has been putting in a lot of hard

w
ork to im

prove IPM
R

 even further and a
new

 version (2.2) w
ill be released in the

sum
m

er.  A
m

ongst the m
any enhancem

ents,
subm

itting R
A

S and C
ES totals has been

m
ade m

uch sim
pler: all files required can be

subm
itted by clickin

g a sin
gle button

.
U

pgrading and transferring databases is now
very straightforw

ard, so w
e w

ould encourage
everyone to upgrade w

hen the new
 release is

available.

A
 crea

tu
re o

f h
a
b
it

A
n individually colour-m

arked B
lackbird,

ringed as part of one of Jeff and A
llison K

ew
’s

R
A

S projects in T
hetford has recently m

ade
national new

s headlines by turning up in a
birdw

atch
er’s garden

 in
 D

evon
 durin

g
successive w

in
ters, w

h
ile spen

din
g th

e
breeding seasons in T

hetford.  It w
as ringed as

a juvenile m
ale in July 2003 and w

as still
present at the end of Septem

ber.  B
y B

oxing
D

ay it w
as in N

ew
ton A

bbot, w
here it w

as
recognised by its unique com

bination of red
and blue rings, and rem

ained there until at
least m

id February, but by late M
ay 2004 it

w
as back in T

hetford.  In 2004–05 it w
as

again seen in the N
ew

ton A
bbot garden

betw
een late D

ecem
ber and m

id February.  Its
return to T

hetford in M
arch this year caught

the m
edia’s attention.

C
o
u
n
tin

g
 y

o
u
r a

d
u
lts

W
ith luck, perseverance, and a lot of hard

w
ork, your R

A
S capture data m

ay eventually
provide a long-term

 trend in survival rates
for the birds in your study area.  T

his should
help to show

 w
hether changes in survival rates

have been im
portant in determ

ining any
changes in population size, and so feed
through into conservation m

easures if any are
needed.  T

he B
T

O
/JN

C
C

/R
SPB

 B
reeding

B
ird Survey w

ould norm
ally be draw

n upon
for the inform

ation that w
ould be required

on population trend.
A

 population count as part of the R
A

S
study adds greatly to the value of R

A
S capture

data, because togeth
er th

ey sh
ow

 th
e

population size and survival rate changes that
have occurred in the sam

e study area.  Local
counts m

ay therefore be of m
ore relevance

than B
B

S in this context, for exam
ple w

here
population change has not been uniform
across the country.  T

hey are of particular
value for species like B

arn
 O

w
l, P

ied
Flycatcher and W

ood W
arbler, that have a

B
B

S sam
ple of few

er than 50 squares – too
sm

all to allow
 m

eaningful estim
ation of

population change at regional level.
Your an

n
ual coun

t of adults sh
ould

norm
ally be not m

any m
ore than the num

ber
of individual adults you log in your R

A
S

study.  If it is, som
e re-design of the study m

ay
be needed to record a higher proportion of
the adults annually w

ithin your study area.
Few

 R
A

S studies can boast a long-term
m

apping census of the site (as is the case for
R

obins at Tresw
ell W

ood), how
ever, m

ost
R

A
S observers provide counts based on their

observations during searches for ringed or
unringed adults.  T

he m
ore accurate these

counts can be, the better!

R
eco

rd
in

g
 th

e n
ests

T
he N

est R
ecords U

nit w
ould be very pleased

to receive records of any breeding attem
pts

that you com
e across during the course of your

R
A

S study.  W
e’re particularly keen to receive

records of open
-n

estin
g species such

 as
w

arblers, buntings, larks and finches, but

Photo: Jeff &
 A

llison Kew

T
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R
A

S Fo
ru

m
D

on’t forget that, alongside the B
T

O
 R

ingers’
Forum

, there is a separate R
A

S em
ail forum

.
T

hreads that relate specifically to R
A

S-
type studies are relevant here, w

hile m
ore

general ringing topics should be raised on the
R

ingers’ Forum
.

T
he R

A
S Forum

 provides a rapid w
ay to

share inform
ation w

ith other ringers, and to
learn from

 their experience.  In 2004, topics
included Sw

ift nestlings and a preview
 of

M
alcolm

 C
alvert’s inform

ation on longevity
in A

crocephalus w
arblers.

To subscribe to the R
A

S Forum
, please

send a blank em
ail to:

rasforum
-subscribe@

yahoogroups.co.uk
rasforum

-subscribe@
yahoogroups.co.uk

rasforum
-subscribe@

yahoogroups.co.uk
rasforum

-subscribe@
yahoogroups.co.uk

rasforum
-subscribe@

yahoogroups.co.uk

subm
issions m

ade for any species w
ill be

greatly appreciated.  R
ecords involving at

least on
e repeat visit to th

e n
est are

particularly valuable, as they perm
it failure

rates to be calculated and m
ay allow

 laying
dates to be determ

ined w
ith greater accuracy.

If you’re subm
itting nest records via IPM

R
,

your database is already likely to contain the
relevant site and habitat inform

ation as this
w

ill be associated w
ith your ringing site, so

you’ll only need to input the visit dates and
contents of the nest.

If you’d like to participate in the N
est

R
ecord Schem

e (N
R

S), then please em
ail us

at nest.records@
bto.org, m

entioning your
R

A
S schem

e.  For m
ore inform

ation about
N

R
S, visit our w

ebsite at w
w

w.bto.org/survey/
nest_records/index.htm

.

A
 rem

in
d
er

A
nnual totals of adults and of nest records

are requested on the R
A

S sum
m

ary sheet.  W
e

distribute this as a blue paper form
, and it is

also available for dow
nload at w

w
w.bto.org/

rin
gin

g/rin
gin

fo/ras/in
dex.h

tm
.  P

lease
rem

em
ber to subm

it your sum
m

ary sheet
an

n
ually 

to 
en

sure 
all 

th
e 

relevan
t

inform
ation for your R

A
S study is on file.

T
he sum

m
ary statistics currently available in

IPM
R

 (under ‘Sum
m

ary D
etails’ and ‘A

nnual
S

um
m

ary R
eport’) are on

ly a partial
substitute.  Im

provem
ents to these autom

ated
reports are in the pipeline, how

ever (see
page 10).

If yours is a nestbox species or if you have
a m

ore general interest in the topic, you m
ay

be interested to know
 that 38 pages of extracts

from
 the 1993 edition of the B

T
O

 N
estbox

G
uide are now

 available for dow
nload from

the B
T

O
 w

ebsite.  Som
e of the species

accounts  and other m
aterial are not available

in the 2003 edition of the guide.  T
his is a

first 
step 

tow
ards 

providin
g 

m
ore

com
prehensive inform

ation on nestboxes via
the w

ebsite.
In this context, of course, ‘nestboxes’

includes all kinds of boxes, platform
s, rafts,

nesting baskets and even w
igw

am
s!
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